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Fuel Standards Program



• Washington

• Maine

• Colorado

• New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA)

• British Columbia

States and PFI Standards



Federal Legislation

• If we want a Production Tax Credit (PTC) for 
the manufacturing of pellets we need 
standards. 

• This is a requirement for most incentive 
programs.



Stove Manufacturers

• The use of a fuel other than a PFI Registered 
Fuel in their appliance may void the warranty.



Program Status

• PFI is now accepting registrations from both 
PFI Members and Non-members.

• Just being a PFI Member does not mean you 
are enrolled in the program.



How do I get started?         www.pelletheat.org

• www.pelletheat.org









PFI’s Quality Control Program 
Template Download
• Contains 38 files (download within 48 hours)

• Identify the word file named “QA-QC-Program” (This is 
the Quality Control Program template)

• Optional files that may be helpful:
– Inspection forms/records

– Good/bad material tags

– Non-conformance reports

– Calibration procedures/records





Questions on Writing Your Own 
Quality Control Program
• What are the minimum requirements of the program?

• Can I / should I use alternative testing methods?

• Where can I get copies of the ASTM methods?

• What about bag labeling and date stamping?

• Where can I get the necessary testing equipment?



Questions

• PFI has contracted with Twin Ports Testing to 
answer questions.
– General questions regarding the program should 

be directed to PFI Staff.

– Technical questions regarding the program should 
be directed to Twin Ports Testing.

– www.twinportstesting.com/forum

http://www.twinportstesting.com/forum�


www.twinportstesting.com/forum







PFI Fuel 
Standards Program 
Registration Form



PFI Fuel 
Standards Program 
Certification of 
Compliance



Registration Fees

• First Year - $1,000

– If you operate more than one 
production location you can 
register each additional 
production location for $750

• Second Year - $400

– If you operate more than one 
production location you can 
register each additional 
production location for $300.

• First Year - $2,500

– If you operate more than one 
production location you can 
register each additional 
production location for $1,500

• Second Year - $1,200

– If you operate more than one 
production location you can 
register each additional 
production location for $600.

PFI Members PFI Non-members



Registration Review Process
• PFI Staff

– Review Registration Form
• Facility has copies of the standards

• Facility has submitted and implemented their QA/QC Program

• Facility has initiated third party testing with a PFI registered lab

– Review Certification of Compliance
• Document has been signed

• Twin Ports Testing
– Review of Quality Control Program



Registration Review Process
• Programs with discrepancies will receive phone calls.

• Document revisions may be necessary.

• Non-compliant components will need to be brought 
into compliance.

• When all necessary components are in compliance 
registration will be approved.



PFI Fuel 
Standards Program 
Letter of Acceptance



Interim Certification Mark

• Provided to mill after program registration has been approved.

• Can be placed on the manufacturers bag at the next available 
opportunity (bag printing).

• Will be used for at least 1 year, but may be used longer while 
grade compliance is being verified.



Data Tracking

• On a quarterly basis, PFI registered 
laboratories submit the compiled data from 
each program participant to PFI.

• The data is blinded and refined.

• Refined data is submitted to a Data Review 
Board.

• Compliance Verification



Data Tracking

• Monthly Data Tracking compiled by testing labs



Certification Mark
• Provided after a grade has 

been established (minimum 
of 1 year).

• Will be verified and/or 
updated annually.





Additional Costs Associated with the Fuel 
Standards Program
• QA/QC Program

– MIL-I-45208 ($197)

• Third Party Testing 

– One bag per 1000 tons produced

– Costs associated with sending sample to testing lab

• ASTM Method Documents can be purchased at www.astm.org

http://www.astm.org/�


www.astm.org



On-Site Testing

• The QA/QC component of 
the program requires at a 
minimum the routine 
assessment of bulk density, 
fines, pellet length, pellet 
diameter and moisture 
content.

• Cost for in-house testing 
equipment  approx $6000 
(quoted thru Preiser Scientific)



Standards Program Review

• PFI’s Standards Program is constantly being 
refined.  Program components that could 
change are:
– Grade Requirements

– Testing Methodology/Frequency

– Quality Control Program Requirements

– Etc.



Benefits of Participation 

• Quality saves you money

• Helps you manufacture and sell a better 
product

• The consumers experience with your pellets 
will influence your future sales or the lack of 
future sales



Questions?
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